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In this exhibition Adva Karni displays works that trace a narrative of overcoming,
searching, and observing. Karni spins threads and gently connects stretches of life
and stages in a person's maturation within the reality of Israel. The exhibition
comprises four sections that describe the maturation of the society and the

individual within it.

The Maturation section includes works that portray children in situations that allude
to rebellion and the attempt to set boundaries and express independence. The
figures of Karni's children represent the conflicts that emerge from the
transformation of development. The picture titled Justice Activates the Children
documents an act of protest by the young generation in 2019 demanding that the
Leviatan gas rig be moved further away from the Dor shore. Among the figures are

Karni's daughters.

The Military section of the exhibition displays prints, paintings, and an installation of
a figure of a soldier on a rope. The link between the figures of the soldiers and
elements from a children’s playroom raises questions related to the unchanging
Israeli reality, such as maturing into compulsory military service and obeying
orders unquestioningly. Karni places her soldiers within a colorful, soft, and snug
jamboree-like space that emphasizes the contrast between the masculine and the
child-like.

The concepts of parenthood, definition, and identity inform the section on Self-
Searching, which includes works from the series of paintings titled Collective for
Four Days and a Decorative Family. A small group of people assembles in a desert
tent, grappling with philosophical questions about their way through life. All the

scenes depict interactions that express acceptance of the other and society’s trend
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toward escapism. In the isolated tent in the desert, reality remains hidden behind
the patched fabrics, the little the people have becomes plenty, and the
conversations and contact between one and another are the most important
element rather than something bland. In this setting the parental role becomes

cardinal, isolated from external noise.

In the Stage of Ripe Maturity section, Karni depicts her grandfather accompanied by
his personal career set against his writings. Perhaps his figure and work covering
the nascent Israeli economy has infused his granddaughter, who is drawn toward
topics of a social nature such as consumerism, protest, and alternative ways of life.
Karni's father too, an imposing and mature man, is depicted sitting in an easy chair
in his home, as if reclaiming his independence and strength, a moment before

leaving us.



